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COMMUNICATIONS
How are you communicating with parents?
Families should be receiving regular communication from their schools and from SPPS. If you
are not receiving emails or phone calls, please ensure your contact information is up to date in
Campus.

How will all EL families be effectively communicated with about changes in schedules?
All messaging from SPPS and schools is sent in various formats, including email, phone calls,
text messages, posts on social media and on spps.org, and five in languages: English, Spanish,
Somali, Hmong and Karen. Schools also have multilingual staff to work with families directly, as
well as district staff from the Office of Family Engagement who speak families’ home language.

SCHOOL SCHEDULES/LEARNING MODEL
Why are school start times changing for the secondary in-person model?
Adjusting school start times allows for our secondary students who are learning in person to
have a similar schedule to what they are accustomed to this semester. This schedule also
allows us to stagger bus routes in a way that we can sustain for all of the schools and programs
we have in session through the end of the year.

Will students do all of their classes at school or just some?
Students will continue with all of their current classes. Schools are working on schedules that
will allow all classes to have time to meet in person during the week.

Will there be orientation for freshmen? To find their classes, etc.?
On April 14, SPPS plans to bring back all students at the same time. As students return for
in-person learning, schools will have a variety of ways to orient them into the building leading up
to the first day of in-person learning. Orientation opportunities may also occur within the first few
days of returning to school.

Does each high school set their own schedule? Will it be 5-6 classes each day or more
blocked like it is currently? What about passing in the halls/kids are moving all day?
High schools are continuing to create their own schedules and are considering how to address
social distancing in hallways. Each school will communicate with families about the daily
schedule once it is finalized.

Will students that choose virtual learning be included with the class while it is being
taught live so they’re on the same page?
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The lessons for virtual learning students and students learning in person will be the same.
Teachers may but are not required to include virtual students during in-person classes. The
virtual learning lessons will be mostly asynchronous, with time set aside daily to meet with
teachers.

Teachers are required to teach in person as well as teach virtually? All schools are
running their own schedule; things such as passing time, bathroom passes, lunch time,
etc., will run differently? How have you been preparing parents to help teach their child
while being in VLS?
Q1. Teachers will be keeping their current students in order to support relationships and keep
the learning going without interruption. This means they will be creating one lesson plan for both
in-person and online students. They may but are not required to teach in-person and virtual
students at the same time.

Q2. Individual schools will continue to set the schedule that best works for their school
community.

Q3. Parents have been wonderful partners in supporting students during distance learning.
Schools and teachers will continue to work with families who choose to remain in virtual
learning.

Could some of my students be taught by teachers who opt to stay home? Would there be
substitutes in classrooms, while the usual SPPS teacher is virtual?
We will strive to ensure students maintain their same teachers as well as continuity in their
learning through the end of the school year. Schools will work to develop a learning atmosphere
that supports monitoring student behavior as well as trying to maintain the same teachers,
whether the teacher is teaching in-person or virtual.

If families do not feel like they can decide by March 11 regarding VLS, they will be able to
opt into VLS up until the in-person start date? We can always opt in to VLS, just not from
VLS to in-person. Is this correct?
Correct. Families are strongly encouraged to register by March 11 to remain in virtual learning
for the rest of the school year. Students can switch into virtual learning at a later date if needed,
but cannot switch from virtual back to in-person.

Will there be tutoring available to help seniors who need help?
All secondary students have access to tutoring through TutorMe, an online tutoring platform that
allows students to connect with a live tutor 24 hours a day, every day. They also can drop in to
the Academic Support Center located at Gordon Parks School (spps.org/asc).
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ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES
What about Band? Wind/brass instruments?
Schools recently sent information to band families about the requirements around masks and
instrument masks. Please check in with your school's band teacher if you did not receive this
information.

Any plan for middle school sports? Spring sports?
SPPS is awaiting guidance from the Minnesota State High School League as to what spring
sports will look like. When updated guidance is provided, our SPPS athletics department will
share plans for spring sports.

If I choose to stay virtual, will I be able to attend an in-person graduation?
There is a group working on graduation planning with input from students and school
communities. Having an opportunity to participate in graduation is important. The group is
considering how to meet the needs of both virtual and in-person students following state
guidance on graduation ceremonies.

HEALTH & SAFETY/COVID-19
Are all of the teachers vaccinated?
All SPPS teachers and school staff have been given the opportunity to sign up for vaccination.

What is your policy toward teachers who are declining vaccines, putting our students at
higher risk?
While we are encouraging, promoting and offering opportunities for all employees to receive the
vaccine, it is not required. We will continue to provide education and resources to help staff
make an informed decision based on accurate and reliable resources. The majority of our staff
are choosing to get vaccinated.

What is a close contact? Will whole classrooms be informed?
A close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone with COVID-19 for 15 minutes or
more. Once a report is made, our Health and Wellness staff begin contact tracing. Everyone
who was considered a close contact will be notified and informed of next steps.

Is the District tracking school level data for COVID? It is my understanding that is what is
required by the new schools safe learning plan. I've been told that information is not
made public. Is there a reason why this is not shared with parents so that they can be
informed as they make decisions for them and their families?
Protection of individual privacy while also being transparent is a delicate balance. Each district
is able to determine the contents of their public dashboard; some have published more and
some less. At SPPS, individual school cases are not currently being shared publicly out of
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respect for data privacy. There are circumstances in which an individual might be identified if
this information is shared. Please see our COVID-19 Communications Protocol for more
information.

We have a team of people in SPPS that worked closely to build the COVID-19 Dashboard. We
meet regularly to discuss the data, and the pros and cons or legalities of sharing various data
and resources. When we have had limited cases or only one case in a building, we have to look
at protection of individual privacy. As more cases are reported, we will continue to reevaluate
and determine any shifts that may need to occur on our public dashboard.

What will you do with grade school kids that can’t see with glasses and a mask? Anxiety
is very high. My grandson was panicking. He just turned 10.
Teachers and other school staff will be happy to work with your grandson to help with wearing a
mask and glasses. They have smaller, well-fitting masks available. Many adults have had to
figure this out, too!

What is the point of wearing a mask if we are going to be around all our friends in
school?
Wearing a face covering reduces the risk of spread to other people, especially when we cannot
maintain social distance. It is important that we continue to be vigilant on doing those things that
reduce the spread: wear your face covering, stay home when you are sick, wash your hands
frequently, social distance where you can, and get vaccinated when you have the opportunity.

Just like when you would check in for work, shouldn’t schools check for student
temperatures like when they get off the bus or is that not necessary?
SPPS is following a passive screening procedure in line with CDC guidance. According to the
CDC: "Performing screening or health checks will not be completely effective because
asymptomatic individuals or individuals with mild non-specific symptoms may not realize they
are infected and may pass through screening." Students and staff should perform their own
health checks before coming to school and stay home if they are sick.

What preventive actions are taken to address a COVID-free environment?
We have a strong commitment to reduce the spread of COVID-19. We work hard to identify and
isolate those that are sick and then quarantine any close contacts to reduce further exposure
and spread.

We encourage people to keep using the SPPS COVID-19 Reporting System to make reports so
that we can collectively reduce risk and prevent further spread of COVID-19. With over 3,600
reports to date, and over seven nurses working daily to contact trace and determine student and
employee exclusions that may be needed, it's been an effective tool.
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You can find all of the COVID-19 safety measures, including face coverings, social distancing
guidelines, health screening protocols and how to report COVID symptoms or positive tests at
spps.org/reopen and in the COVID-19 Student and Family Guidelines.

5

https://www.spps.org/reopen
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1_DuP174bIVvAAaKm6sC15AFe5RIgBMl8gEhBPBKUZWU/edit

